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British businesswoman, investor, writer,
philanthropist, CEO of Intelligence Squared
and now CEO of London’s Serpentine Galleries,
Yana Peel, tells us about ‘creating bridges’...
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y life in Hong Kong was
greatly enhanced and
defined by engagement
with the visual arts, most
notably Para Site Art Space,

which I had the pleasure and privilege of

co-chairing with Alan Lau in recent years.

It was a great honour to be invited on to

the board of one of the oldest and most

active independent art institutions in Asia
by founders Sara Wong Chi-Hang and Leung

Chi-Wo shortly after landing on Hong Kong's

shores. From the 70 square metres in Sheung

Wan, we grew into a greatly increased

premises in Quarry Bay last year and our

programming has never been stronger.

In my recent move, | came across about 50
CVs that Jehan Chu, Tim Li and | reviewed
before appointing executive director and
curator Cosmin Costinas six years ago. It
was wonderful to see that his initial vision
for bringing the best of art and ideas from
the region to the world and the most exciting
global practices to Hong Kong has been
realised so effectively through the support
of our unparallelled network of friends and
partners! | am incredibly excited about the
20-year anniversary gala | will again be
co-hosting in November at the PMQ. While
living in Hong Kong for eight years, art

gave our family an anchor to the amazing
community of artists, architects, patrons and
curators we are fortunate to call our dearest
friends and now it will give us a parachute
to come back.

So, my new role as CEO of the Serpentine
Galleries, two exhibition spaces in London’s
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, could not
be more exciting, as I'm creating bridges to the
friends and institutions in Asia who have been
admired collaborators over the years. Looking
forward, | feel we have a distinct opportunity
and responsibility to bring people together
across groups, ages and geographies, offering a
hub for the most exciting artists and audiences
of our time to come together. In Hans Ulrich
Obrist, Artistic Director of the Galleries, | have
the ideal partner for furthering this mission of
inclusiveness, intemationalism and innovation.
The goal is to programme our two iconic
galleries with exhibitions that attract the most
diverse audiences from across the country and
around the globe.

We are also committed to furthering the
friendships and partnerships with Asia and the
rest of the world that will ensure we are in an
open conversation about the most important.
issues of the day with the broadest audiences.
There's an urgency to expand the idea of what
artists can do, ambitiously creating a place

of encounter and cultural collisions, where
everything is possible.

As Britain faces uncertainty about its future
identity, the purpose of the arts is more
critical than ever. As William Shakespeare
said, art gives shape to life. At the Serpentine
Galleries, I hope to shape lives in a way that
is interconnected, cross-disciplinary and very
much in a global dialogue.

€ € We have a chance to
bring people together
across groups, ages

and geographies

Al'tOiD aA CUT OF THE PEEL

§ EEEN FReHEE
BE, BEFHRRER,
H¥5ZPara SiteEifiz
. ERBEFRL, BRE

B, B#EET-EFAL, BHRE
{ERTEBOERRITE. BBERNK
JBEAE (Hyde Park) IS F@EER
(Kensington Gardens) BHMARE
=, EREAE AT BN

FRISTRIAIMA &

i, S A SRS
E/¥. Para Site B2 I
RELRISA. REROBIL
BMGEEFE LRRATOFIRA S
BEES, EEAIBRNEBRENBAE
8, MRMNEERERRRAZAHF
BB,

EREN—RAFHBF, &, KR
MERBEEDREARAEMHBRIT
RECRER A 21, 8B T HIE506)
E. RRSMEEDRLBEERE
NE, BHRT ®0ER, 2/
BEBHMARNZET HEEM0

) | EEHE—
HETBNEE, ERMARNE
EROME, FREE—HEE,
TEFRAEIATIEE—i2, FEE#
{REEH A, BERCAIFTEK

EiHans Ulrich Obrist#&#

HEERERES

BROBOREMTM R R B S
WEE BIRIFOBIR, BHRERRME
AEANEHBRERSRE

HHR 6@ 8 I B HTIREHE LT

R, Lt RREARENTHES

! BAFRIAF1IAEPMQ

i BEBBLEN

BARERHET
BERENR, LM, BBHAMER

NSO E. BPREEOMRES

BTEMNEREOAR, bERMAKE

BRI

BRFXAANEAT
EERRATRES AL,

SR, EEERE SRR E M EEER
REOTHETE o 7E: T, BT
FEARRBEARE. WP LM

A5 T4 FEIETY A

S

REENEES R

EMERGING IN

NEW MEDIA

MREEn
MEEMX

Digital media artist Shi Zheng presents his new series Nimbus at K11 Design Store

hi Zheng is one of the most
talked-about emerging artists
in China who is tackling the
growing sector of digital media
art. Currently living and working
in Shanghai, Zheng is known to create art
installations by combining the mediums of
electronic music, audiovisual displays and
live performances. In 2013, he and three
fellow artists, Neng Huo, Zhipeng Wang and
Wei Weng, co-founded a new media group
named RMBit, which puts on an array of
exhibitions and performances around the
region, including Hong Kong and Taipei,
promoting digital art.

Prior to his new installation at K11 Design
Store, which launched on June 15, Zheng's
works have been displayed at several
prestigious international festivals like Ars
Electronica 2015 in Linz, Austria, and the FILE
Electronic Language International Festival
in Brazil. Presenting his new series Nimbus
at K11, Zheng delves into the vast enormity
of space and captures the subtle flow of
gaseous floats. Inspired by the natural light
effects in space, the art installation merges

and explores the relationships between
sounds and images, creating a virtual world
in a stunning audiovisual format.

When asked what makes digital media art
unique and different from traditional art,
Shi Zheng tells Artoid: “My creations exist
in the virtual world on a digital screen.
Therefore, a large amount of time is
dedicated to programming for computers in
order to deal with the relationships between
all the digital values, thereby achieving my
intentions and ideas. In this creation process,
I have found a way that's comfortable for
myself, which also happens to satisfy my
fascination of manipulating order, sound,
messages and images.”

Zheng is a huge talent who says that the
installation which is presented at K11 Design
Store is ‘different from my previous works’
He also notes that it's the first time he’s
displaying his artwork outside of art galleries.
“Of course,” he says, “I hope from this
installation that the audience is exposed to
and can learn more about my work, so they
can look forward to my future projects.”
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